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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 1 have been considered but are moot 
in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claim 1-4, 6, 14-17, 19, 27-28 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Fukuda (US 6,856,759) in view of Yamauchi et al (US 6,785,463). 
[claim 1] 

In regard to Claim 1, Fukda discloses a data storage apparatus comprising: 

• a video signal receiving section for receiving a video signal representing video 
and aspect information to control aspect ratio of the video and an audio signal 
receiving section for receiving an audio signal representing audio (Figure 1 
shows the receiving of video content); 

• a detecting section for detecting the aspect information from the video signal 
(Figure 1 detectors 107 and 109); 

• a stream generating section for generating encoded data by encoding the video 
and audio signals by a predetermined encoding technique and also generating 
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an encoded stream as a set of the encoded data (Figure 1 elements 108 and 
110); 

• management information generating section for generating management 
information which is used to manage process of the encoded stream (Figure 19 
shows management information regarding the data stream); and 

• a writing section for storing the management information and the encoded stream 
as at least one file on a storage medium (Figure 4); however, fails to disclose the 
management information including the aspect information for each set of the 
encoded data 

Yamauchi et al teaches a system for reproduction of data onto recording medium further 
comprising management information including aspect information for each set of 
encoded data as described in Column 31 Lines 50+. The system allows for aspect 
information for each set of encoded data to allow for more specific managing data of 
video object unit. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the invention to use the data storage apparatus, as disclosed by 
Fukuda, and further incorporate a system that provide management information 
including aspect information, as taught by Yamauchi et al, in order to allow for more 
effective data storage based on video object unit data. 

[claim 2] 

In regard to Claim 2, Fukuda discloses a data storage apparatus wherein when the set 
of the encoded data is treated as one sample, the management information generating 



Application/Control Number: 10/528,165 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2621 

section generates common aspect information for the video in each sample (Figure 19 
shows the encoding of data set on sample as further described in Column 5 Lines 5-67). 
[claim 3] 

In regard to Claim 3, Fukuda discloses a data storage apparatus wherein when a 
plurality of samples are treated as one chunk, the management information generating 
section generates common aspect information for the video in each chunk (Figure 18-21 
shows the chunk of GOP wherein each section of GOP having management information 
regarding the video data), 
[claim 4] 

In regard to Claim 4, Fukuda discloses a data storage apparatus wherein the 
management information generating section generates and stores the aspect 
information in a field of the management information for describing an attribute of each 
said sample (Figure 19 shows the aspect ratio for each chunk/GOP of data), 
[claim 6] 

In regard to Claim 6, Fukuda discloses a data storage apparatus wherein the 
management information generating section generates and stores the aspect 
information in a field of the management information for describing user data with 
respect to the encoded stream (Figures 18-21). 
[claim 14] 

In regard to Claim 14, Fukuda discloses a data storage method comprising the steps of: 



Application/Control Number: 10/528,165 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2621 

• receiving a video signal representing video and aspect information to control 
aspect ratio of the video; receiving an audio signal representing audio (Figure 1 
shows the receiving of video content); 

• detecting the aspect information from the video signal; generating encoded data 
by encoding the video and audio signals by a predetermined encoding technique 
and also generating an encoded stream as a set of the encoded data (Figure 1 
shows the detecting of data that is further generated); 

• generating management information which is used to manage process of the 
encoded stream, the management information including the aspect information 
for each set of the encoded data (Figure 19 shows management information 
regarding the data stream); and 

• storing the management information and the encoded stream as at least one file 
on a storage medium (Figure 4). 

[claim 15] 

In regard to Claim 15, Fukuda discloses a data storage apparatus wherein when the set 
of the encoded data is treated as one sample, the management information generating 
section generates common aspect information for the video in each sample (Figure 19 
shows the encoding of data set on sample as further described in Column 5 Lines 5-67). 
[claim 16] 

In regard to Claim 16, Fukuda discloses a data storage apparatus wherein when a 
plurality of samples are treated as one chunk, the management information generating 
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section generates common aspect information for the video in each chunk (Figure 18-21 
shows the chunk of GOP wherein each section of GOP having management information 
regarding the video data), 
[claim 17] 

In regard to Claim 17, Fukuda discloses a data storage apparatus wherein the 
management information generating section generates and stores the aspect 
information in a field of the management information for describing an attribute of each 
said sample (Figure 19 shows the aspect ratio for each chunk/GOP of data), 
[claim 19] 

In regard to Claim 19, Fukuda discloses a data storage method wherein the step of 
generating the management information includes generating and storing the aspect 
information in a field of the management information for describing user data with 
respect to the encoded stream (Column 5 Lines 40+). 
[claim 27] 

In regard to Claim 27, Fukuda discloses a data playback apparatus comprising: 



• a reading section for reading an encoded stream as a set of encoded data and 
management information which is used to manage process of the encoded 
stream from a storage medium, the encoded data including a video signal 
representing video and an audio signal representing audio that have been 
encoded by a predetermined encoding technique (Figure 1 shows the reading 
and recording of data); 
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• a decoding section for decoding the encoded stream into the video signal and the 
audio signal (Column 12 Lines 23-67 describes the decoding of data); 

• an extracting section for extracting aspect information, which is defined for each 
said set of the encoded data to control the aspect ratio of the video, from the 
management information (Column 12 Lines 23-67 describes the extracting of 
data); and 

• a superposing section for outputting the aspect information after having 
superposed the aspect information on the video signal (Column 12 Lines 23-67 
describes the superposing o f data with the aspect information). 

[claim 28] 

In regard to Claim 28, Fukuda discloses a data playback method comprising steps of: 
reading an encoded stream as a set of encoded data and management information 
which is used to manage process of the encoded stream from a storage medium(Figure 
1 shows the receiving of video content); , the encoded data including a video signal 
representing video and an audio signal representing audio that have been encoded by a 
predetermined encoding technique; decoding the encoded stream into the video signal 
and the audio signal (Figure 1 shows the encoding and decoding of data); 
extracting aspect information, which is defined for each said set of the encoded data to 
control the aspect ratio of the video, from the management information; and 
outputting the aspect information that has been superposed on the video signal (Figures 
18-21 shows the aspect ratio data that is present in the management information data). 
Conclusion 
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1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

a. Kanota (US 5,742,727). 
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